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JURISDICTION – COASTAL FIRE CENTRE

The Coastal Fire Centre extends west of the highest point on 
the Coast Mountain range, from the U.S.-Canada border at 
Manning Park to the northern border of South Tweedsmuir 
Provincial Park, and including the Lower Mainland, Sunshine 
Coast,  Vancouver Island, the Gulf Islands and Haida Gwaii.

The Coastal Fire Centre covers about 16.5 million hectares 
of land and contains over 85% of B.C.’s population. It has 
working relationships with over 164 fire departments and 28 
regional districts, as well as First Nations communities, the 
forest industry and private land holders. 

Much of the terrain is steep and rugged with access 
limitations in some areas (e.g. limited road availability), 
requiring air, water and ground transportation.



Where to go for information: www.bcwildfire.ca

Fire Information: On the main 
page of the BC Wildfire Service 
website are links to:

Interactive Wildfire Map – a 
graphic overview of the current 
wildfire situation in B.C.

Wildfires of Note – details about 
interface fires (fires that affect 
communities or infrastructure) 
and/or larger fires.

Current Wildfire Activity – an 
overview of the current situation

Information Bulletins – media 
releases can be found here

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/wildfire-status


Interactive Wildfire Map – Overview

• Red dots indicate active fires that have been 
reported in the last 24 hours.  (The red colour 
does not denote the fire’s severity.)

• Yellow dots indicate active fires that were 
reported previously and are still burning.

Stages of Control

Out of Control - Describes a wildfire that is not 
responding (or only responding on a limited basis) to 
suppression action, such that the perimeter spread is 
not being contained.

Being Held - Indicates that (with the resources 
currently committed to the fire) sufficient suppression 
action has been taken that the fire is not likely to spread 
beyond existing or predetermined boundaries under the 
prevailing and forecasted conditions.

Under Control - The fire has received sufficient 
suppression action to ensure no further spread of the 
fire.

Out - The fire has been extinguished.



FIRE DANGER RATINGS Weather has a significant impact on wildfires, in terms of how they start, how aggressively they
spread, and how long they burn. The fire danger rating is an indication of how 

dry conditions are and how rapidly a wildfire will spread (taking into account ignition conditions and fuel sources). 

Fire Danger Rating (the top-right part of the main page) Click on “View Fire Danger 
Ratings” and scroll down to a group of links that will take you to specific weather station 
readings for the fire centre that you choose. 

Low: Fires may start easily and spread quickly, but there will be minimal involvement of 
deeper fuel layers or larger fuels.

Moderate: Forest fuels are drying out and there is an increased risk of surface fires 
starting. Carry out any forest activities with caution.

High: Forest fuels are very dry and the fire risk is serious. New fires may start easily, burn 
vigorously, and challenge fire suppression efforts. Extreme caution must be used in any 
forest activities. Open burning and industrial activities may be restricted.

Extreme: Forest fuels are extremely dry and the fire risk is very serious. New fires will 
start easily, spread rapidly, and challenge fire suppression efforts. General forest activities 
may be restricted, including open burning, industrial activities and campfires.

* People carrying out industrial activities who want to apply the danger class information from this website must 
determine that the weather station location is representative of their operational area.



FIRE WEATHER Collectively, fire weather considers all parameters that influence 
fire occurrence and subsequent fire behaviour, including temperature, 

relative humidity, wind speed, direction, precipitation and atmospheric stability. 

Fire Weather On the Fire 
Danger Rating page is a box in 
the upper right-hand corner. 

You will find a section titled 
Weather Maps. Clicking on this 
link will bring you to a page with a 
series of maps, as shown below. 

On the Weather Maps page you will find 
additional links that include: Lightning 
Danger (Map), Smoke Forecast and the 
Venting Index. 



Open Fire Prohibitions (fire bans) 

Information about open burning prohibitions and 
restrictions is accessible through a link on the main 
page.  When prohibitions are enacted, they are 
communicated to the public through the media. 

Decisions to implement prohibitions are based on 
scientific data.  The Build-Up Index is a good indicator 
of the dryness of forest fuels and is used to determine 
if an Open Burning Prohibition should be 
implemented.  The BC Wildfire Service looks at a 
broad area and implements prohibitions as needed. 
Fire officials also take local knowledge into 
consideration and speak to fire zone staff and local fire 
departments when determining, for example, if 
campfires should be prohibited.  

A fire centre’s administrative area aligns with natural 
resource district boundaries. 

Local governments may administer the use of fire 
within their jurisdictions through a bylaw. 



INFORMATION CONTACTS – COASTAL FIRE CENTRE

Title Name Email

Communication Specialist Donna MacPherson Donna.MacPherson@gov.bc.ca

Communication Specialist Assistant Marg Drysdale Marg.Drysdale@gov.bc.ca

Generic Contact Phone: 250 951-4209
Email: 
BCWS.COFCInformationOfficer@gov.bc.ca

BC Wildfire Service Twitter @BCGovFireInfo

Website www.bcwildfire.ca

Facebook BC Wildfire Service

Phone 1 888 3FOREST 

mailto:BCWS.COFCInformationOfficer@gov.bc.ca
http://www.bcwildfire.ca/


THANK YOU

From BC Wildfire Service, Coastal Fire Centre
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